
Psalms of Confidence, pt.ii 
 

 We now turn our attention to one of the more well-known psalms in this category, 

a psalm that stands out, negatively, because of its misquote by Satan in his temptation 

of our Lord Jesus Christ- compare vv. 11-12 with Mt 4: 5-6, and positively, for its 

vigorous appeals to and affirmations of God’s promised security to his covenant people.  

A brief study of this psalm reveals its development as follows: 

It begins with a confident declaration of trust in God, v. 1: “He who dwells in the 

shelter of the Most High will  abide in the shadow of the Almighty.”   

It continues with a petition to trust the Lord, v. 2: “I will say to the LORD, "My refuge 

and my fortress, my God,  

in whom I trust."   

These lead to the main body of the psalm, vv. 3-13 which is divided as shown below: 

An Uninterrupted Assurance of God’s Omnipotence, Covenant Faithfulness and 

Goodness in Protecting His  People.  (Note the wonderful, manifold pictures 

that are used to convey the divine protection): 

Deliverance, v. 3: “For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the 

deadly pestilence.”   

Covering, v. 4: “He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find 

refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.”   

Removal of Fear, vv. 5-6: “You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that 

flies by day, nor the pesti lence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes 

at noonday.”   

Safety, vv. 7, 10: “A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but 

it will not come near you.  [It = destruction].  ..no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no 

plague come near your tent.”   

A Summary Statement of God’s Protection of His Covenant People through the 

Instrument of His Angels, vv.  11-13: “For he will command his angels concerning 

you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike 

your foot against a stone. You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and 

the serpent you will trample underfoot.” 

Its  Grand Climax, vv. 14-16, the Lord’s Own Amen or Affirmation of the 

Psalmist’s Statement in vv. 3-13: “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver 

him; I will protect him, because he knows my name. When he  calls to me, I will 

answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. With long life I 

will  satisfy him and show him my salvation." 

 The overriding delight of the psalm is its assertion that the location of God’s 

protection is God himself – he is our dwelling- place in whom we are to abide, vv. 1, 9;  

he is our trustworthy our refuge and fortress, vv. 2, 9; he hides us under his wings, v. 4.   

This is great news for the believer for it reminds him that his God is a very personal God 

whose salvation is ultimately found in his Person.  Thus, when he delivers his people 



from Egyptian oppression he reminds them, “You yourselves have seen what I did to 

the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.”  Ex 

19:4.  Similarly, in the new covenant, the Lord Jesus Christ tells us, “Come to me, all 

who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  Mt 11:28.  Our God is a 

personal God.  Indeed, it is in union with Christ that we have all of God’s blessings, Eph 

1:3-14; etc.. 
  

  

 
     

  

  

 


